The people we are…
A Greek, no matter no matter what religion or nationality, call themselves Greek as a people! So is the case with Arabs, Persians and Slavs.

So what people are the Roma? 
Today they live in many countries and follow many different religions. They are the largest minority in Europe. They are living in Asia and in America too. But they have a unique bond with India. Despite all the changes in culture, language and religion they remain Hindu as a people. And I say Hindu, not in terms of religion but as a people (be it of any religion). The Hindus are a diverse people. The variations can range from mongoloid to Caucasoid in features. But it’s not contradictory! The Turk and Tatar people too have these variations, and still all of them call themselves ‘one people’. So why cant a Hindu; be it in India, Serbia, France or America call himself a Hindu! The Indians that were taken by British to work for the plantations to Fiji and Mauritius and West Indies do still call themselves Hindu, so why shouldn’t the Roma.
One might ask, ‘what are the implications of accepting oneself as a Hindu?’ as Gandhi said, “I used to think that god is truth but now I realize that truth is god.” Similarly Roma are a Hindu people and they should be proud of this fact! The Roma may continue on their distinct path but there is a thread that binds them to India, to their ancient motherland. The conditions that had once faced them to flee are no more. India is regaining its place in the world and so are Romani people. The time is right to strengthen the severed links.
Why do the Roma still call themselves by Arabic, Turkic or European names when you are not them! This is not your identity. Your ancestors were not called by such names, they were called differently. So while we can carry on with the new religions, customs and language, we must call ourselves what we actually are. We have a unique identity and we should cherish and celebrate it! In the Romani language we can see clear hints as to what were we called, what were the names of our ancestors, and its time to search and adopt them.
The Greeks still are called by the same names as they were when they were pagan. So is the case with the Africans and Arabs. So why shouldn’t the Roma return to their true identity.

India is the home to one of the first civilizations known to mankind. The mark of India and Hindu people has been distinct in the world. Many of the world great discoveries were made in India the best example being zero, and essential concept to all of math, physics and astronomy. We were talking about animal rights way back in 2nd BC (Asoka) when most of the west was still hunter gatherers. There was well planned toilet in the Harappa cities while the grand Versailles palace was built without a single toilet. While Persian and byzantine culture as mentioned in the history books does not exist any more, India does. So every Romani should be proud to have ancestry from that past, of being Hindu people.

People will always present things from their side. There are widespread myths associated to the Roma. People don’t know how honest Roma are in reality, but they have been termed as thieves! There are attacks on Roma every now and then. They are looked upon by suspicion. But no one will ever appreciate the Romani for what they have achieved! Despite centuries of torture and slavery they survive… and survive as a people. Where are the Visigoths and the Huns so profoundly mentioned in the European history? They couldn’t survive the next wave of change, but Roma did. Where is Carthage today?  They are all gone! But Roma still are flourishing despite all odds.

They have faced more misfortune than any other people in history but they didn’t give up! People will keep pointing out the shortcomings of the Roma but no one will ever honestly tell what they have achieved…

They changed only when necessary but keep their distinct identity alive! They adapted to the conditions around them, adopted words and customs but in their hearts remained Roma. No one will praise them for their achievements, no one but they themselves.
Today they have the opportunity to do what they never could. The clouds are thinning and the sun is starting to show up in the sky. A Roma is no more a slave and can be proud of his past. Against all odds throughout the history we kept our identity alive. So why should the Roma continue to carry the baggage that was put upon their back by their enslavers. The Romani are now free people. They can proudly say what they are. Still the prejudice against the Roma continues… there are attacks against them, their rights are abused. But now they have the power to act against it all. Roma today are fighting for their rights and their voice is being heard in every corner of the world. They can ensure that another holocaust never happens again…
Like the Romani, India too had to had to face hardships. But their motherland has shed the shackles of slavery after so many years. It is trotting ahead in every field be it politics, diplomacy or science. It is playing a greater role in the world. It has one of the strongest military in the world(stronger than any adversary that attacked it in the past!) and it is now the fourth largest economy in the world. It has sent man-less missions to moon and soon will be landing a human being there too. Indians are spreading to all parts of the world again and making their presence felt wherever they go. Now the Roma too should follow the lead. They should not ask people for acceptance anymore. They have to rediscover their identity and make a mark on the world of it.

The Romani are the sons of Rama. Rama the legendary hero, the incarnation of god himself, had to face injustice too and was exiled for 14 years. He had to live in forests and had a difficult life there, but he proved himself against all odds. Of course he had to face opposition and fight for his rights. He didn’t now to injustice and fought for justice. His adventures are recorded in the holy book Ramayana. There were those who opposed him and those who supported him. He made maximum of his supporters, the ‘vanara sena’ (army of monkeys) and still beat the evil Ravan to rid the people of his torture. While away from Ajodhya, he travelled far and wide but where ever he went he created new tales of glory. And when he returned home, his stature was even bigger! Still people in India celebrate his victory over evil in the form of Dussera and his return to Ayodhya as Dipawali.
The Romani are following the same fate. They have faces hardships in their exile. But whatever fate had to throw at them they did not break down or give up. They are some of the most cheerful people and their life is colorful with music and dances. And this is one thing every one should be proud of. Its time for them to prove themselves and may be, one day return home as heroes.

